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merchant marine, are indicative of the more essential character of 
these elements in trade expansion. An analysis of the recent trade 
movement between the various groups of the Pacific countries and 
the great commercial centers of the Atlantic (chapter v) shows the 
strong position of the United States and forecasts a marked trade 
expansion in which the United States will secure advantage, if not 
supremacy, in many regions. The more general conclusions of this 
chapter are strengthened by a detailed examination of the commerce 
of the Pacific (chapters vi-viii) . 

The opening of the Panama Canal has created a " new facility " for 
the " growth of economic, commercial, social, intellectual and political 
intercourse." The author believes that, in view of the new opportuni- 
ties afforded by the Canal, the position and interests of the United 
States will allow them to play an important part in the new growth. 

Roscoe R. Hill. 
University of New Mexico. 

A Chinese Appeal to Christendom concerning Christian Missions. 
By Lin Shao-Yang. New York and London, G. P. Putnam's Sons, 
1911. — iv, 321 pp. 

Under a Chinese pseudonym, an Englishman, named R. F. John- 
ston, long resident in China, presents in this volume the case against 
the religious proselytism of Christian missionaries in that country. 
Fundamentally there is, as he maintains, a want of mutual understand- 
ing. Europeans complain that the Chinese character is inscrutable : 
the Chinese, on the other hand, find much that is baffling and myster- 
ious in western thought, character, and ideals. Particularly is this the 
case, says the author, in regard to Christian missions and the activity of 
their propagandism in the Far East at a time when, in lands professedly 
Christian, the basal principles of the faith are subject to open and 
persistent attack by historical and scientific investigators. In this re- 
lation he remarks : 

It seems strange to those of us who are familiar with the religious situa- 
tion in Europe that, while unbelief is rapidly spreading among all classes 
of their own people, missionaries yet go forth in ever-increasing numbers 
to preach the gospel to the heathen. Do they propose to convert China 
and then wait for the Chinese to reconvert the West ? 

Pursuing the argument in this strain, the author expresses the belief 
that no form of western religion, not " consistent with itself and in 
harmony with modern thought," will find a permanent home on 
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Chinese soil. Missionaries can, he contends, succeed in China only 
when they show by their conduct that western civilization at its best is 
* ' not necessarily aggressive and truculent in the material concerns of 
life, and not necessarily bigoted and hysterical in matters spiritual." 
He admits that missionaries are not all of the same type ; that, while 
some of them may be described as ' ' corybantic," others are decorous 
and considerate of the feelings of the people ; that a large proportion 
of those now in China are engaged in educational and medical work, and 
that these are received with marks of friendship in a very large number 
of towns and districts. 

In the course of his discussion, the author treats of monasticism in 
China, revivalist methods and emotional religion, the problem of evil, 
Christian demonology, hell and the damnation of heathen, prayer, 
faith and telepathy, science and prayer, Christian ethics and social 
prejudices, magic and word-spells, and churches, church- bells, and 
hymns. He compares and contrasts eastern and western civilization, 
and concludes with a critical examination of the effects of western edu- 
cation in China. What he specially dreads is the activity of reformers, 
Chinese or otherwise, who would create a bridgeless chasm between the 
Old China and the New. He believes the secret of Japan's success to 
lie in the fact that, in spite of her full acceptance of western teaching 
and example in politics and in science , she never cut wholly adrift from 
her social, moral and religious traditions and ideas. He would have 
the Chinese pursue the same course, so that, while progressing in 
material things, and learning to construct shipyards, battleships, mills, 
railways, telegraphs and aeroplanes, they may preserve their aesthetic, 
moral and religious qualities. 

Soon after the present work was published, a question was raised by 
a reviewer as to whether the book was entitled to any consideration, 
since the author's Chinese pseudonym was a disguise for a western 
writer. This issue the author and his publishers did not hesitate to 
meet by avowing his English nationality. In a letter in The Spectator 
of London, September 23 , 191 1 , the author, still preserving his Chinese 
pseudonym, stated that he had traveled in sixteen out of eighteen 
provinces of China ; that he had journeyed from Tibet in the west to 
Formosa and the Luchu Island in the east, and from Chosen in the 
north to Burma, Siam and French Indo- China in the south ; that he 
had met all ranks of Chinese from imperial princes and viceroys to 
chair coolies and dung-gatherers ; that he had been the guest of gov- 
ernors of provinces in their yamens and of Buddhist monks in their 
monasteries; and that, having thus studied the literature, character 
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and intellectual tendencies of the people, their manners and their 
religious and social ideas and observances, he regarded himself as being 
qualified to interpret their views even under a Chinese pseudonym. 
The question thus raised, except so far as it might involve the author's 
qualifications as an expert, does not appear in the present instance to 
be vitally important. The perusal of only a few pages of the book 
convinced the present reviewer that the Chinese name was only a notn 
de plume, which, although it may have been designed to attract atten- 
tion, was also intended to emphasize the claim that the view presented 
was essentially that of a Chinese person. No doubt shameless impos- 
tures are often put upon the market for the purpose of deceiving the 
public. Imaginary conversations are narrated ; places never visited 
and persons never seen are described with an air and profession of 
familiarity. Frauds of this character, which are by no means confined 
to those who avoid the disclosure of their identity, should be unre- 
servedly condemned. The present volume could be placed in such a 
category only if it were shown that the places and things described, the 
passages quoted and the authorities cited had been falsified. The 
employment by an author of a notn de plume suggestive of the point of 
view he maintains is by no means unprecedented, and, apart from 
other proofs of intent to mislead, will of itself hardly suffice for the 
condemnation of a work as false and spurious. 

J. B. Moore. 

The Canadian Iron and Steel Industry. By W. J. A. DONALD. 
Boston, Houghton Mifflin Company, 19 15. — xv, 376 pp. 

The Tin Plate Industry . By Donald Earl Dunbar. Boston, 
Houghton Mifflin Company, 1915. — 133 pp. 

These two recent additions to the Hart, Schaffner and Marx series 
are not dissimilar in their purpose and method. Both are studies of 
special industries in their relation to tariff legislation. Both depend on 
a detailed study of fact, and both attempt to draw conclusions concern- 
ing the wisdom of the legislative policy with which they are concerned. 

The Canadian Iron and Steel Industry is a painstaking study of the 
history of iron and steel manufacture in Canada from colonial times 
down to the present, with a detailed examination of customs legislation 
and a critical estimate of the part such legislation has played in the 
growth of the industry. Mr. Donald considers the natural resources of 
Canada, the development of the market, the technical and financial 
problems of iron and steel making and the combination movement on 



